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not the Mr. Hastings for whom the scaffold is erected in
Westminster Hall; but that Mr. Hastings whom I had heard
the Prime Minister of England, in full Parliament, declare, to
consist of the only flesh and blood that had resisted tempta-
tion, in the infectious climate of India; that Mr. Hastings,
whom the King and Parliament of England had selected for
his exemplary integrity, and entrusted with the most im-
portant interest of this realm. Whatever ought to be my
opinion of Mr. Hastings now, I claim to be judged by the
opinion I ought to have had of him then. "What evidence had
the judges that the accusation of Nuncomar was true ? How
could they know they were screening a public offender in the
person of Mr. Hastings, so lately applauded, so lately rewarded,
by the whole nation ? Ought the judges to have taken so de-
cided an opinion on the guilt of Mr. Hastings, as to grant a
pardon to a felon, and assign as a reason that the convict had
been his accuser ? With what j ustice to Mr. Hastings could
this have been done ? With what justice to the community ?
Who could have been safe, if mere accusation merited in-
demnity ? "
Sir Elijah insisted that neither he nor the other judges
had prejudiced Nuncomar, or acted unfairly towards
him or his witnesses; that, while there was no reason
that could justify the Court in recommending the
prisoner to mercy, there were many against it; that
the defence, in the opinion of both the judges and jury,
was a fabricated system of perjury; that the jury re-
quested that the prisoner's witnesses might be pro-
secuted ; that, after the trial, it became matter of public
notoriety that the defence had been fabricated, and wit-
nesses procured to swear to it by an agent of the pri-
soner; and that one of the judges, Mr. Justice Le-
maistre, had declared, that a large sum of money had
been offered to him to procure a respite.
In the next place, my father alluded to the attentions
and honours paid to Nuncomar while in prison, by
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis ;
stating, that the secretaries and aides-de-camp of those
Members of Council, visited him after his commitment
for the felony, and that the ladies of the families of
General Clavering, and Colonel Monson, were in the
habit of sending their compliments to him in the prison.
He affirmed, what already had been affirmed upon oath
in another place, that Nuncomar, cheered by these